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WELCOME TO THE NINTH EDITION 

Welcome all to the ninth edition of ‘The Pelhams’ and in particular to 

our latest local advertisers, Andrew Banks and Simon Langsdale. 

Please check out their ads. 

This month, several of our reports happily suggest a tentative step 

forward after the 2020 lockdown. While neither village hall is able to 

open to individual hirers yet, both are actively planning for the future, 

with a refurbishment at Stocking Pelham and the imminent installation 

of wi-fi in Furneux Pelham. Our local school and pre-school are 

planning for a very different world when September comes. Both our 

churches too are gradually re-opening. Thank you to all those 

concerned who are steering these establishments through the minefield 

of ever-changing government guidance. 

Please keep your articles coming – we’d love to showcase the 

achievements, talents and interests of people of all ages. 

As ever, keep safe. 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

Cover photo 

The cover shows a sketch of the Hall in Furneux Pelham, signed by the 

renowned Arts and Crafts artist and etcher Frederick Landseer Griggs. 

In 1900, he had been commissioned by Macmillan and Company to 

illustrate the Hertfordshire edition of a new series of county guides. This 

sketch must have been created at some time between 1900 and 1913, 

(when the ‘Highways and Byways of Hertfordshire’ was published.) He 

used his motorcycle to travel between locations, often making two or 

more drawings in one day. The success of this volume led to a long 

continuing series of commissions and he was still at work on the Essex 

edition when he died in 1938. When Griggs came here, Felix Calvert 

owned and occupied the Hall. Oral history tells us that Felix gave a 

christening shawl to every couple in the village celebrating the birth of 

their first child.   

Remember - Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust sponsored 

Bike ‘n’ Hike Saturday 12th September 2020  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Back to school….. 
As a reminder to primary school parents, Furneux Pelham Primary School 

posted details of what would be happening when the school re-opened in 

September. The School’s plan is available on its website – under newsletters. 

Website: http://www.furneuxp.herts.sch.uk/website 

Hugh Chamberlain’s career in motor sport - Part 3 

I am sorry but I have been asked to write another part of my motorsport 

career. I got the call from Linda, so have to comply....however I was asked to 

keep it short! 

The World Endurance Championship is run for  a number of races of 6 hours  

duration with a few others of 12 hours but  the big one is Le Mans which is 24 

hours long. Formula 1 races are normally less than 2 hours, so 12 times the 

duration. Getting a car through a race of that distance is not easy, believe me. 

You hope to stop only for fuel, tyres and driver changes but that rarely 

happens.  

In my early days, the biggest problem was the life of the gearbox. We always 

expected to change complete gearboxes somewhere near the half way point.  

Racing gearboxes were ‘crash’ type there being no synchromesh cones to 

assist gear selection. Nothing to adjust engine revs with the road speed.  

However, with modern electronic systems the engine speed is judged 

precisely to road speed which result in a perfect engagement of the next 

gear.  (I hope this makes sense!) Paddle shifts have saved an enormous 

amount of gearbox damage, not to mention money.  So with modern 

technology we have more reliable, cheaper and simply better motor cars. 

Technical information finished, back to racing. The worst that can happen at a 

big race like Le Mans is having your car come into the pit lane before pit stops 

are expected. Imagine all the motoring photographers in the world seeing a 

solitary car come into the pit lane, and it is yours.  It happened to me twice. 

Firstly, a Chrysler Viper had the gear lever break off in the driver’s hand on 

the second lap. The car got back and when I asked Chrysler spares for another 

gear lever, the man said, ‘.. broken, yes they do do that. Here is the new 

modified one I should have sent you six months ago.’  Thanks pal. 

http://www.furneuxp.herts.sch.uk/website
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Apart from this the Viper was one of the best cars to have in a 24 hour race. It 

was almost unbreakable. An enormous engine, gear box and axle from a truck 

and provided you used the clutch carefully, you knew the car would last. A 

wonderful feeling.  Actually we did have one fail in 2000 at Le Mans, not the 

cars fault, a tyre blew at just under 200 mph. Not good as the driver was 

entering a flat out right hand kink and the left rear burst. He spun the car and 

it brushed the Armco barriers as it did so. All the bodywork flew into the air 

and eventually the car stopped rotating. The driver got out, was given a lift 

back to the pits on a motorcycle, got changed and went home!  As I said a 

strong car. 

The second occasion that our car was first into the pits was not quite as 

prestigious as being at Le Mans, it was at Snetterton, Norfolk. It was one of 

my first 24 hour races, the Willhire 24 hour and the car was as different from 

a Viper as anything could be.  A tiny 3 cylinder Daihatsu. Supplied by the 

factory and this was its first race. After about half an hour it came into the 

pits with steam billowing out from under the bonnet. The head gasket had 

gone. The mechanics fell upon it and started to change the gasket but as they 

did so the Sales Director took me by the arm and marched me out behind the 

pits and with eyes like thunder said... ‘Hugh the car will finish the race won’t 

it ?’ With all fingers crossed my reply was obvious. ‘Yes of course it will’.  He 

was not a happy man. However, for some reason I looked to the sky, 

apologising for such an obvious lie probably, but there I promise you was a 

light aircraft towing an enormous banner which said...’Daihatsu built better 

to last longer.’   I am glad to say the car was repaired and did finish the 

remaining 23 hours. 

Enough I hear you cry but one of my problems is that I can see the funny side 

to most situations. Did Michael Schumacher drive for me, yes he did but only 

because Mercedes had not sent his car.  Did I have a row with a French driver 

who jumped out of the car at Le Mans when he should have stayed in for 

another stint?  Yes, his excuse. ’I am sorry I forgot I have a dinner date with a 

very particular lady!’   

Happy days. 
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Another Furneux Pelham walk 

The starting point for this walk is the footpath that runs along the side of 

the churchyard from The Street. With the church on you right hand side 

follow the path into the field and then along its edge, keeping the 

allotments on your right. Towards the end of the field take the path on 

the right across the footbridge and then up onto a track. Cross this and 

go through the gate indicated by the footpath roundel. Follow the path 

across the grazing area to the top left where there is another gate. 

Note 

This area was at one time known as ‘brick kiln meadow’. Whether this 

was the site of the kiln, or the source of the clay for making them, is 

unclear. The bricks were used to build the brewery and maltings. Many 

still exist – they are a rich red colour and impressed with the letter ‘P’. 

Go through the gate which is at the top of a wood called Lady Wood and 

turn right following the path along the edge of the field, then across the 

field to the trees. From here take the path to the left around the trees 

onto the trackway. The ruins opposite are the remains of St Johns 

Pelham 

Note 

Variously named St Johns Pelham, Johns Pelham and Johnsy Pelham, 

this is a mediaeval moated site and scheduled ancient monument. The 

brick walled enclosure was part of a farmstead that shared the site. 

Electoral registers suggest the farm was occupied until just after the First 

World War. 

Take a short diversion by going through the gate opposite and walk 

around the ruins to Aisling’s seat and have a breather before returning 

to the trackway. On re-joining the walk at the gate turn left, with the ruins 

on your left and continue along the track to Whitebarns. 

Note 

Whitebarns, historically the Rectory manor, was owned by St Paul’s 

Cathedral. The section of the house at the far left probably dates from 

the 16th or 17th century, the main central portion from the early 18th and 

the right hand part from the 19th.century. 
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Turn right in front of the house to the main gates. Turn right along the 

tree-lined road. Just beyond the trees at a bend on the road, take the 

footpath (no sign post) to the right along the top of the field and then 

along the side with Merlin Wood on your right. 

Note 

Lord Cunliffe, owner of Furneux Pelham Hall and its estate in the late 

1920s and 1930s, planted several woods and named them after his 

children Shirley (born 1925), Corinna (1929), Roger (1932) and Merlin 

(1935). 

At the end of the field and the wood go straight on, onto the path through 

the trees that runs adjacent to the allotments. Follow the path to come 

back into the first field. Turn left and retrace your steps to The Street. 

Note 

Opposite to the left is White Lion House, a former inn and butchers shop. 

To the right at the other side of the junction is Well House, formerly a 

shop from the 1700s until the Second World War.  

Furneux Pelham Village Hall 

Since lockdown, Furneux Pelham Village Hall has remained 

closed. Our insurers have provided closedown cover until 31st 

August. It is likely that the Village Hall will remain closed beyond 

that date. 

On the upside, the Village Hall has received a business rates 

support grant that will be used for maintenance and upkeep. In 

addition, thanks to HCC Councillor Graham McAndrew and 

Furneux Pelham Parish Councillor Tracy Langlois, the Village 

Hall has also received a grant for installing wi-fi. Thanks to 

Trustee Jason Hadjioannou for organising all this. 

When we have more information from our insurers we will let you 

know when we are planning to re-open. 

Keep safe,  

Furneux Pelham Village Hall Trustees 
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Stocking Pelham Village Hall 
‘Mini refurb’ completed….. 

 

of the noticeboard, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         the flooring and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the windows. 
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Note - church building is currently closed, only opening for services 
Sunday 6th Sep  Trinity 13 
9.30 am  BCP Holy Communion   Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am  All Age Holy Communion Braughing 
 

Sunday 13th Sep Trinity 14 
10.00 am  All Age Family Worship  Braughing 
11.15 am  Holy Communion  Furneux Pelham 
 

Sunday 20th Sep Trinity 15 
09.30 am  Café Church*   Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am  Holy Communion   Braughing 
 

Sunday 27th Sep Trinity 16 
9.30 am  Holy Communion  Braughing 
11.15 am  Morning Worship (Harvest)* Furneux Pelham 
 

*Additional information for parents/carers with children 
The 3rd Sunday of the month (20th) is Café Church.  The church will be set up 
with more space between family groups.  The children’s corner will be closed 
however, children’s activity boxes will be available at services.  Please take 
one to your pew/table with your child(ren).   Please leave the activity box at 
the door on leaving the church.  At Café Church you are very welcome to 
bring along your own drinks and snacks – at present we are not allowed to 
provide you with refreshments. 
 

The 4th Sunday of the month (27th) is a Harvest thanksgiving.  Please bring 
non-perishable food items to be donated to the foodbank.  This will also be a 
family service with activity boxes available.   
 
If you are unable or would prefer not to come to services in the church 
building, it’s possible to follow some of our services on zoom. Contact the 
Parish Office for more information (churchoffice@braughing.org.uk).  
Note – Office is currently not receiving phone calls – emails only. 
 
What you can expect at our Church services has changed now we are  
post-lockdown. Details available from the Parish Office but key points noted on 
the next page. 

mailto:churchoffice@braughing.org.uk
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St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

The Rector for all three churches is Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, 
vicar@braughing.org.uk | 01920 823532 | 1 Pentlows, Braughing, SG11 2QD  

Follow the churches on Facebook (St Mary the Virgin – Braughing, Furneux 
Pelham & Stocking Pelham) or catch up on past services via the “St Mary’s, 
BFPSP” YouTube channel. 

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope is available to conduct weddings, baptisms (christenings), 
blessings, funerals and she is also available for pastoral enquiries. Please note her 
usual day off is Friday.  All the churches have adopted the Diocese's Safeguarding 
policies and practice. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant  (Please contact Malcolm 

Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530) 

What to expect at our Church services (post-lockdown) 
➢ Sanitise on entry and exit of the church 
➢ Try not to touch any surfaces as you enter 
➢ Follow sides-person instructions 
➢ Enter by the main south door and exit out of the smaller south door 
➢ Wear a face covering in church unless exempt or young 
➢ Congregations not allowed to sing 
➢ Keep 2m distance apart from others at all times if not in your household 
➢ We will take a retiring collection - plate will be available as you exit 
➢ Toilets will be open - follow instructions on the toilet door 
➢ Doors to the church will remain open in warmer weather to aid 

ventilation 
 

mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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Stocking Pelham Community Action Group -  

urgent request – ‘The Cock’ 
The developer of the Cock public house site was only given permission 

to build two new houses if the pub itself was rebuilt and put in a 

workable condition. This requirement is known as a Section 106 order. 

Winchmore Developments has now appealed to the Secretary of State 

to decide whether the requirements of the Section 106 order have been 

satisfied, as according to the developer East Herts Council has not 

communicated its decision within the required timeframe. 

The appeal is unlikely to succeed if the village continues to object. So 

we are asking for as many people as possible that are interested in the 

Cock pub returning to lodge an objection to Winchmore Development’s 

appeal before the closing date of September 17th. 

To object online, go to https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk and 

select ‘Search for a case’. On the next page, put our reference number 

3253992 then click the button ‘Make a representation’.  

Alternatively, you can write to The Planning Inspectorate, Temple Quay 

House, 2 The Square, Bristol BS1 6PN, quoting reference 

APP/J1915/W/20/3252992. 

When making your objection you might like to consider the following 

points: 

1. The owner has not fulfilled the Section 106 order to establish an 
operational pub. The building is a basic shell and requires extensive 
internal and external work before it can become operational.  

2. The owner has not followed the correct steps in applying for an 
operating licence, in that the required public notice was not posted 
on the premises. As a result, residents and others were unaware of 
the application and could not object. An operating licence was thus 
granted without any account being taken of the views of the village. 
This licence has, in any case, since lapsed. 

3. The shell of the pub has been professionally valued at £140,000. A 
price of £850,000 is being demanded, despite its unfinished state 
and neglected appearance. This is not a competitive price for a pub 
and shows that the developer has little if any interest in the building 
being sold used in the way required by the Section 106 order. 

4. On occasion, the owner has claimed that he will lose money on the 
property if he sells it for less than £850,000. This is not a relevant 

https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/


 

11 

argument. It is unfortunate if the developer loses money on the total 
development but that is the risk that was taken. 

5. The pub has been listed as an Asset of Community Value, giving 
some protection to its use for five years from the date of listing. 

6. We call for the Planning Inspectorate to reject this appeal and 
enforce the completion of the pub to an operational state. 

7. If you happen to live near the pub, you may wish to ask the 

Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State to view it from your 

premises. 

Anyone can object, so if you live in one of the other Pelhams and feel 
strongly about the issue, please do.  

If you have questions, please contact Colin Berthoud via email at 
colin@berthouds.com. 

Cricket Giveth and Cricket Taketh Away 
After a stunning victory in their opening fixture, SP fell just short in a tight 
match against Little Hallingbury. Paul White returned to the captaincy role 
and won the toss, resulting in the home side fielding first. This was perhaps 
less a tactical decision based on pitch conditions, the weather and SPs ability 
to defend a total after scoring big and more to do with the fact that the 
Hallingbury’s captain tipped us off that they had a decent bowling attack! 
Rather annoyingly LH also had several players under 25 who clearly knew 
how to play the game. What was even more annoying is despite how I was 
when I was 25 (and I’m guessing most of our team) none of these young 
players appeared to be suffering from a horrendous hangover fuelled by cheap 
booze and topped off with a dodgy kebab. What’s happening to the youth of 
today? 

LH headed to the square and soon several were back in the pavilion - though 
only one at a time due to Covid restrictions. Jason was the star bowler picking 
up 3 wickets for 12 off 3 overs, he bowled Wharton T and Wharton L and then 
claimed another via a catch behind by Mark. The catch was either a superb 
diving effort that defied gravity or an easy dolly that didn’t require the 
extravagant dive that materialised (please delete as appropriate). Ali was the 
other opening bowler finishing with 1 for 31 off 5, his wicket being the 
dangerous looking Appley (one of the aforementioned young ‘uns) who was 
beginning to find his stride before playing a ball so early he could probably 
have come back for a second attempt via reverse sweep. He departed 
muttering something about the pitch. LH captain Raj, one of the friendliest 
player we come across on the village circuit, helped his side recover to post a 
decent score by hitting an unbeaten 32 while those around him continued to 
fall. Paul finished with 1 for 9 off 4, bowling their opener for 26 just when he 
was looking to ‘go big’; Joe claimed 2 for 15 off 5, which included one over of 
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him bowling fast, though this was quickly abandoned as, according to the 
bowler, it was ’too much hard work’; John Albon bowled a miserly spell to 
finish with 2 for 5 off 4 - one wicket coming via a smart catch at slip from Chris; 
Pete - playing his first game in a while - bowled a really useful spell to end with 
1 for 15 off 6 and finally Will Sharman bowled a couple at the end, finishing 
wicketless but only conceding 3 runs. A fine fielding performance meant the 
target was 97. 

After a tea of packed lunches and score updates from the final day of the 
Premier League, SP had a plan to win the match. We knew they had some 
decent bowlers, but if we could see off the young kids we could maybe get 
some runs off the more ’senior’ players - several of whom had clearly not seen 
a gym for years (unlike our team which if of course full of lean, mean cricketing 
machines). Unlike The A Team our plan didn’t come together. Our first five 
batsmen of Bonner, Thorpe, Lane, Sharman M and Breed mustered a 
combined score that a decent golfer would be happy with after 3 or 4 holes - a 
grand total of 13. Partners were coming together and ending quicker than a 
swingers convention. But then some hope. Jason decided the best form 
defence was attack and began to give the ball some biff around the ground - 4 
maximums sailed into the surrounding fields. Supported by some sensible 
batting from Pete and then John, plus aided by seeing off the opening bowlers, 
the target came into vision and victory looked possible. Surely SP couldn’t win 
their first two matches of the season? (well obviously they didn’t as I gave that 
away in the opening line, but it’s all about building the tension) 

Sadly Wickets tumbled at regular intervals with Jason falling for 36, Pete a 
swashbuckling 7 and John a steadfast, but important, 12. All hope rested with 
the skipper, Ali and young Will Sharman, sadly that hope evaporated quicker 
than the alcohol gel we have to use every 6 overs - the SP innings ending on 
89. 

A good, tight game played in the right spirit but afterwards all of SP realised 
that that was one that got away. However most retired to the pub, alongside 
the majority of the LH team, and thoughts of ‘what if’ were drowned out in Ale 
and late evening sunshine. 

See next month’s magazine for the next instalment of cricketing prowess…. 

 

A120 roadworks 

A number of temporary traffic lights remain in operation on the A120 

and there will be full weekend closures for the first 3 weekends in 

October – from 10 pm Friday night to 5 am Monday morning.  

Prepare yourself – an actual event in Furneux Pelham! 

The Furneux Pelham Marathon will be taking place on Sunday 4th 

October – see separate flyer for further details.  
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The perils of drink.. 

In the later nineteenth century, Furneux Pelham possessed at least 

seven inns and beerhouses: the Star, Yew Tree and White Lion near to 

the church; the Brewery Tap and Millwrights Arms in Barleycroft End; 

and the Hoops and Black Horse at Upper East End. Already closed 

were the Stag and Bald-faced Stag in Clay Chimneys and possibly 

another, the Two Brewers.   

The village had an unsavoury reputation for the excesses of its annual 

‘Drinking Day’ at the conclusion of the harvest. The harvesters would 

go through the village asking for money and spending it on beer 

brewed specially for the occasion.  

Drunkenness was not confined to harvest time. A drinking club at the 

Yew Tree had sixty members, who met each Saturday night. Two pints 

of beer per member were available, however many of the sixty turned 

up to drink them. On one night in March 1868, less than half this 

number turned up. One member, William Burgess (37) was apparently 

sober at half-past eleven, but then the local miller began to buy him 

glasses of gin. The next day, despite the attentions of the village 

doctor, Burgess died. At the inquest, the jury returned as their verdict 

that "William Burgess died by the visitation of God in natural way, of 

congestion of the brain, induced by drunkenness" 

In August 1874, seven labourers were at work hoeing turnips in a field 

next to Violets Lane. They adjourned to the Brewery Tap for lunch. 

Only six returned to their work at first. The seventh, a 17-year old 

Irishman, rejoined them at about four o’ clock. After he fell over in the 

field, his colleagues decided he was drunk, and subjected him to a 

traditional village punishment. Tying two hoes together with string, they 

used them – like nutcrackers - to squeeze the young man’s neck, in 

order to make him pay the traditional ‘fine’, a half-gallon of beer. He 

refused, and then he claimed that he was then pitched out of the field, 

down a steep bank, into Violets Lane. He pressed charges for assault, 

but when the case was heard ten days later, the others who had been 

in the field appear to have decided on silence as their best defence. 

The case was adjourned in order to search for more witnesses, but 

crucially no-one could be found to describe how the young man found 

himself in the Lane. What was however evident to all present were the 
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two swellings, the size of hen’s eggs, on either side of his neck. Ten 

days later, the young man’s condition worsened and he was taken to 

Bishops Stortford Workhouse, where he died. It fell to the then vicar, 

Woolmore Wigram, to conduct his funeral service and burial in the 

churchyard. 

The following year, another prosecution illustrated the impact of the 

beerhouses. David Drage aged 27 of FP was charged with setting fire 

to a stack of barley worth £150. He had gone into a field to relieve 

himself, but said in a statement that the devil must have tempted him to 

set fire to the stack. In court, he said “if I live to get out of it, I solemnly 

promise that I’ll not visit the beerhouse again. It is they that have 

brought me to this”. The judge then sentenced him to nine months 

imprisonment with hard labour. The prisoner said with emphasis, ‘I will 

keep the promise my lord’. A year later, after serving his sentence, 

Drage found himself in court again, charged with stealing a joint of 

bacon from the brewery maltings. The Pelham policeman eventually 

found Drage in a Braughing beerhouse. The case was dismissed, but 

the call of the beerhouse was still clearly strong. 

Woolmore Wigram, speaking to a national conference in Plymouth, 

denounced the drinking culture in his own parish, reporting moreover 

that his servant considered ‘Drinking Day’ beer as of inferior quality and 

leaving an unpleasant ‘gummy’ aftertaste. Wigram continued this 

crusade for the rest of his life.  

Both the White Lion and the Black Horse ceased trading in 1905 and 

the Millwrights Arms in 1913. The Yew Tree Inn closed in 1938 and its 

full licence, entitling it to sell a full range of spirituous liquors was 

transferred to the Brewery Tap. By one of those coincidences that 

seem more frequent than they should be, the last licensees of the Yew 

Tree bore the name Bonner, as does the Brewery Tap today. 

The Hoops closed its doors in the 1950s or 1960s and many still have 

fond memories of the Star, open until the 1990s.   

Furneux Pelham History Group. 
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SOCIAL CONNECTION & INTERNET ACCESS 
SURVEY - UPDATE 
Thank you to all of you who have completed the Social Connection & Internet 
Access Survey. Several of you have requested more time to complete the 
survey due to personal, holiday and other commitments. Ensuring everybody 
has the opportunity to complete the survey the closing date has been 
extended until 14th Sept. You can complete the survey online 
https://www.carebank.uk/p/dementia.html or contact Jan on 07710 325363 
for a paper copy.  All returns will be treated in the strictest of confidence.  

Designated drop off points for the Pelhams: 

Furneux Pelham: 1 Brookside, SG9 0LL (black postbox) 

Stocking Pelham: Village Hall, SG9 0HZ 

Play your part in protecting others against coronavirus 
People across Hertfordshire are being encouraged to play their part in 
protecting others from coronavirus this summer by supporting test and trace 
and following new self-isolation rules. 

In light of strengthening evidence that people with COVID-19 can remain 
infectious for nine days after feeling unwell, the self-isolation period for those 
with symptoms has now increased to 10 days. Anyone with symptoms should 
get tested immediately. 

Booking and taking a test is quick and simple with sites available widely across 
the county and you will often get your results in less than 24 hours. 

You can see where your nearest testing centre is and book a site or a home 
test at www.gov.uk/coronavirus. Anyone who does not have access to the 
internet can contact the telephone call centre on 119 between 7am and 
11pm. If you have hearing or speech difficulties the number to call is 18001 
0300 303 2713. 

County Cllr Graham McAndrew  
E: graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

Please log all highway faults at www.hertsdirect.org/faultreporting/ 

 

https://www.carebank.uk/p/dementia.html
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
mailto:graham.mcandrew@hertfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.hertsdirect.org/faultreporting/
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Stocking Pelham Parish Council 

The August meeting was held using the zoom platform on Thursday 

13th. All Councillors were present and no members of the public 

attended despite a direct link posted on Facebook. 

A number of issues were discussed, the minutes of which provide full 

details and can be seen on the Parish Council website 

(www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk), when published after approval. 

It was proposed to write a letter of support for the Nuthampstead 

Airfield museum which would help the committee obtain a grant. 

Councillors Andy Brown and Louise Balham gave an update on progress 

for the playground project. It was decided to find out if villagers were 

keen on the idea and if there were any preferences to the type of 

equipment by posting a statement on the Village Community Facebook 

page since local demand would help with grant funding. Andy has been 

liaising with Furneux for help as a public play area has recently been 

installed in the gardens of the Brewery Tap. 

Councillor Lucas reported that the developer of the pub was proposing 

14 letting rooms and wanted our thoughts. He pointed out that 

permission for 6 additional had already been turned down because of a 

lack of parking spaces. It was agreed to send a letter from the council. 

The next meeting will be on the zoom platform Wednesday September 

16th at 6.30pm. 

Mike Hutchins - Chair, SPPC 

 

Drive in Cinema at Stapleford 
The Hadhams have worked with Hertford Shires Rotary Club to 

organise a social prescribing/connection activity to the surrounding 

area – The Drive in Cinema. “Rocketman” (rated 15+) will be screened 

on 24th September at Church Meadow, Stapleford, Hertfordshire SG14 

3NB (Directly off the A119). More information on pricing and tickets 

available at www.HSRotary.club  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
http://www.hsrotary.club/
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 

We seem to have got the latter part of the summer without really 

noticing, but as ever Mother Nature reminds us that it is now 

September, and the harvest is in (well, mostly). 

As I park my broomstick in the potting shed and have a quick trot 

round the vegetable garden it is quite apparent that as ever, 

productivity is a bit haphazard. 

Whatever the failures of the fruit and vegetable year (strawberries 

lamentable, peas delicious but too few, beans, both french and runner, 

savagely attacked by black fly and therefore on the weedy side) there 

are always some Great Triumphs.   These are the cause of great 

celebration in the early stages, before they decline into the inevitable 

question, ‘what shall we have with the courgettes this evening?’ 

‘Well, we could always have some tomatoes…..’ responds the Husband 

who secretly feels that one more courgette might just be one too 

many. 

Potting Shed correspondent, who doesn’t want to be seen to be weak 

or giving up on its courgettes, has a brainwave.    ‘You do know the pub 

is serving pizzas?’. Humming strains of the Hallelujah chorus together, 

we wander down the road to where the pub is bathed in a beautiful, 

inviting glow.   We feel we have escaped. 

But alas, dear readers, the consequence of an evening at the pub is 

dire, a consequence which cannot be rectified by a lie-in and two 

paracetamol.  Overnight yet more courgettes continue to appear, some 

extremely large by this time.   We feel we have strayed into the 

Sorcerer’s Apprentice by mistake, where Mickey’s buckets are 

overflowing with vegetables…. 

Please don’t misunderstand me.  I love courgetti, courgette soup, 

courgette cake, lightly seared courgettes, courgettes raw in salads, but 

man (and woman for that matter)as a species is an omnivore, not a 
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courgettivore .  Hardening his already tough heart, the Husband has 

taken decisive action and has started putting the surplus on to the 

compost heap where they will rot and come back to help grow new 

courgette plants next year!  Ah, the circle of life. 

Now, time to tackle the tons of tomatoes battling their way out of the 

greenhouse door……which reminds me of my favourite summer joke: 

Hungry Diner:   ‘Waiter, this soup is cold’. 

Waiter (sighing):    ‘It’s gazpacho’. 

Hungry Diner:    ‘Gazpacho, this soup is cold’. 

Keep on enjoying your veg, 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent. 

 

Rainbow Rosettes 

During April and May knitted Rainbow Rosettes were on sale at 

Whitebarns honesty stall, Furneux Pelham. I am pleased to say £30 was 

collected and donated to NHS Charities Together. 

Thank you to everyone who generously gave to such a worthy cause.  

Should you wish to donate or just see how the charity is using 

donations, the website is: www.nhscharitiestogether.co.uk   

Thank you, 

Tracey Bayford 

 

Furneux Pelham Parish Council  

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday 3rd September at a 
new time of 7.00pm via Zoom.  
 
Meetings are open to all village residents. Further information is available on 
the Parish Council website www.furneuxpelham.org.uk. 

  

http://www.nhscharitiestogether.co.uk/
http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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St. Mary the Virgin, Furneux Pelham - Roof Update 

It is now over one year since almost 90% of the lead on the church building roof 

was stolen. 

The Parochial Church Council has been working on using other possible 

materials and endeavouring to get permission to replace the stolen lead. 

Together with new architects a possible way forward has been agreed but 

getting approval has and will take time. The building roofs have a shallow angle 

so it is proposed to put slates (80 year life cycle) on the Nave Roof, ply lined 

and high quality felt (30 year life cycle) the other three roofs. This will secure 

the building and spread future replacement costs over a longer period. 

However to get permission to re-roof and with materials other than lead or 

stainless steel is by no means straight forward. As the building is two stars listed 

the P.C.C. must get the approval of, Historic England, The Society for the 

Preservation of Ancient Buildings, The Church Buildings Council, East 

Hertfordshire District Council and then the Diocesan Advisory Council for The 

St. Albans Diocese before we get detailed specifications, then planning 

permission and finally tenders for the work by approved contractors. We have 

roosting bats so an ecologist must be consulted and advise on and when any 

work can commence.  

All these aforementioned organisation state lead or stainless steel are the 

recommended materials but we cannot afford these materials so they need to 

visit and then have their own questions and suggestions to which the P.C.C. 

must answer satisfactorily before we can move forward. 

It was hoped to have the work completed by this coming winter but the lock 

down caused by covid-19 has meant these organisation are slower than normal 

to respond and it is taking much longer than hoped. 

Malcolm Ewen 

On behalf P.C.C. 
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Bike Racing Reminiscences 

Hard on the heels of Hugh’s epic racing career, here is my own rather modest 

offering.  

My motorbike interest, well it has been called an obsession, was triggered  by 

my Dad who allowed me, at the age of 11 to drive his old BSA and sidecar on 

the very quiet road where our family lived in North West London; he clearly 

had a healthy disregard for the Road Traffic Act! Anyway, I was absolutely 

hooked and proceeded to save up for my own very rough machine at the 

earliest legal age of 16. It should have been thrown on the scrap heap but 

that Francis Barnett was my pride and joy at a cost of £12, quite a lot of 

money at the time to this impoverished schoolboy. Despite frequent 

breakdowns it took me all over the place and most importantly to Snetterton 

race circuit in Norfolk to see bike racing. 

After owning a variety of road bikes including AJS, Triumph (2), Norton (3) 

Ducati (3), Suzuki, Honda,Yamaha I just had to get into racing somehow. 

Family commitments delayed matters somewhat, but my ever indulgent and 

supportive wife Jane and children made it possible for me to do something 

about it in 1983. Prior to that I had attended many race meetings and assisted 

a friend as mechanic who competed mainly in the Isle of Man TT races and 

therefore had acquired quite a bit of experience of what it takes to be 

involved.  

 

Steve Cull on his way to victory in 1984 



 

21 

The great ambition had always been to win an Isle of Man TT, which to many 

is the pinnacle of road racing and in 1983 I set about attempting to achieve 

the dream. I acquired a suitable machine, that if properly prepared and in the 

hands of a top rider, might just be capable of a win in the 350cc Classic TT 

Race of 1984. The bike was a classic Italian Aermacchi and through a friend I 

contacted a very experienced Irish rider, Steve Cull. Having owned and 

maintained many bikes over the years I felt that I had the necessary skills to 

make this bike a very fast and reliable one and after much burning of 

midnight  oil during that Winter all was ready for testing up at Snetterton. I 

tried it for the first  time and to me it was a real flyer. 

Anyway, all was ready for the big race which took place on June 2nd. I 

transported the bike to the Island with a friend in his van and the family flew 

over. To cut a very long story short, yes Steve did me and the Aermacchi 

proud, he rode brilliantly and won the race convincingly. His avarage speed 

over the demanding road course of 112 miles was a phenomenal 94.26 mph. 

Much Irish whiskey was drunk that night! 

 

ME, MAKING A FOOL OF MYSELF, SNETTERTON,1987 

Following this slightly bewildering success, I received several requests to ride 

the bike in UK and European races and although I made a fool of myself riding 

it occasionally, I quickly concluded that whilst it was good fun, to do the bike 

justice it would be far more sensible to engage an experienced rider. David 

Dearden from Lancashire was pleased to ride the Aermacchi and other 

susequent bikes for me and did so for the next several years with much 

success. All in all we won some 33 races at all the main UK race circuits with a 

few outings to Spain, Holland and Belgium, 4 second places, a few lower 

placings, 6 breakdowns, 3 falling offs (no injuries, thankfully). Three national 
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championships came out of all this. Not bad for a completely amateur effort. 

Massive fun with some stress and worrying moments – this is, after all a 

potentially dangerous pastime and certainly not for the faint hearted. In the 

end we both decided to call a halt when technology caught up when chaps 

started to turn up with laptops  to fine tune the engine management systems. 

We had engine management, but computers, No! Clearly my then old 

fashioned techniques were not producing a fast enough bike to compete at a 

high level. 

It was a special time for me, which will always be part of my life but could 

only have happened with the support of Jane, my children and helpers. Thank 

you! 

David Bailey. 

 

WEATHER REPORT: 15 JULY to 14 AUGUST 

This period has had some very hot weather and generally very dry except for 

the last two days when we had 29mm of rain fall during one storm in the 

morning. Before that there were quite a few thunderstorms very close to 

Furneux Pelham, but as often happens they just missed us. 

It has been quite warm most of the time with a few hotter days, 34c on July 

31 and the heat wave for a week from August 7 – 12. There were 3 days 

reaching 34c then which is very unusual, but it seems that we will 

enjoy/suffer more times like this in the future! 

Janet Birch  
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

We continue to add circular walk routes to the Society’s website so I 

would like to repeat last month’s encouragement for people to go and try 

them. There is no need to travel far.  

The walks range in distance from 1 mile to 10 miles. The routes have been 

chosen for the quality of scenery or heritage, or both, and the route 

descriptions seek to add to your knowledge of the places you pass. 

Each route description can easily be downloaded from the Other Walks 

section of www.hundredparishes.org.uk – and then printed. We try to 

make the route description as easy as possible to follow and we have a 

small team of volunteers who check them. We welcome feedback and 

comment. 

Shorter walks tend to focus on a single interesting town or village, for 

example Bartlow, Clavering, Great Dunmow, Hatfield Broad Oak, 

Hildersham, Much Hadham, Sawbridgeworth, Stebbing or Thaxted. Some 

routes combine town and countryside, for example from Buntingford, 

Saffron Walden or Standon. Others are mainly countryside routes, such as 

those starting from Broxted, Henham, Little Hadham, Matching or 

Wareside. 

Some routes range over two or more parishes, for example 7 miles 

between Pleshey and Great Waltham or 8 miles between Albury, 

Braughing and Furneux Pelham. Two different routes run between 

Finchingfield and Great Bardfield. An 8-miler starting from Chrishall passes 

through four parishes and offers extensive views from upland paths in the 

Essex / Cambridgeshire border area. 

These are just some examples to give you a flavour and to whet your 

appetite. If your favourite place isn’t mentioned yet we are regularly 

adding new walks. Even if you think you know your local area, I assure you 

that, not far away, there is more to be found and enjoyed! 

Ken McDonald, Secretary 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk  
 

  

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CONTENTS OF THIS 

MAGAZINE, PLEASE EMAIL COPY TO 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 15th OF THE MONTH. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about 

what’s been going on.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right 

to adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to 

be inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE AN ADVERT IN THIS MAGAZINE, 

PLEASE EMAIL ADVERT TO pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 

15th OF THE MONTH. 

Commercial advertising rates per annum: 
1

4
 page £30 | 

1

2
 page £60 | full page £120 per annum.  

Invoices will be issued upon receipt of advert. 

If you are a voluntary or charitable organisation in Furneux 

Pelham or Stocking Pelham, we will advertise your fundraising 

event for free, up to a page - subject to space available. 

Voluntary or charitable organisations outside the village - £10 per 

event. 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com

